DEMOCRATS, WHITE HOUSE NEAR A DEAL 


GLOBAL RESPONSE 


Efforts to slow 
growing chaos 
prove elusive 


BY STAN CHOE, LORI HINNANT 
AND TIM SULLIVAN 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Sweeping 
travel bans cascaded around 
the globe Thursday, walling off 
countries and even entire con- 
tinents, keeping people inside 
their homes, and slowing the 
engines of commerce to stem 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Markets collapsed worldwide 
with the growing realization 
that there would be no fast end 
to the uncertainty. 

The escalating crisis sent 
U.S. stocks to their worst 
losses since the Black Mon- 
day crash of 1987, extending a 
sell-off that wiped out most of 
Wall Street’s big run-up since 
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MLB suspends spring 
training, delays start of 
regular season - sı 
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SHOCK WAVES 


WORST DAY SINCE BLACK MONDAY 


EVENTS WITH 1,000 OR MORE BANNED 


US RESPONSE 


Aid package 
moves forward 
in Washington 


BY MIKE DEBONIS, ERICA WERNER 
AND JEFF STEIN 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration and con- 
gressional Democrats neared 
agreement Thursday night on 
an economic relief package 
to help people affected by the 
coronavirus, with both sides 
under enormous pressure to act 
to address the spiraling crisis. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
Calif., said she expected a vote 
Friday “one way or another” to 
approve the package, which is 
expected to amount to several 
tens of billions of dollars. 

“We’ve resolved most of 
our differences, and those we 
haven’t we’ll continue to have 
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Conference tourneys 
and March Madness are 


canceled - s1 


STATE, LOCAL RESPONSE 


Second person 
in Missouri has 
tested positive 


BY NASSIM BENCHAABANE 
AND ERIN HEFFERNAN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS — Organized 
events of more than 1,000 
people in the city of St. Louis 
will be prohibited indefinitely 
to limit the spread of the CO- 
VID-19 coronavirus, city lead- 
ers announced Thursday. 

The ban came shortly before 
Gov. Mike Parson announced 
that a second person in Mis- 
souri has tested positive for 
coronavirus, this one in Greene 
County in southwestern Mis- 
souri. A Ladue woman who 
recently returned to St. Louis 
County after studying abroad 
in Italy was the state’s first 
confirmed case. 
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ROBERT COHEN, RCOHEN@POST-DISPATCH.COM 
Teresa Patton, a night custodial supervisor with the Fort Zumwalt School District, on Thursday sprays a bleach disinfectant in the classrooms of Progress South Elementary in O’Fallon, Mo. 
The district purchased three additional machines to clean 2 million square feet of space inside the district school buildings. Students are scheduled to return from their break on Monday. 


ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 


Trump speech, 
Fed action fail 
to calm market 


BY STAN CHOE AND ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The escalat- 
ing coronavirus emergency sent 
the stock market Thursday into 
its worst slide since the Black 
Monday crash of 1987, extend- 
ing a sell-off that has now 
wiped out most of Wall Street’s 
big gains since President Don- 
ald Trump took office. 

The S&P 500 plummeted 
9.5%, for a total drop of 26.7% 
from its all-time high, set just 
last month. That puts it way 
over the 20% threshold for a 
bear market, officially ending 
Wall Street’s unprecedented 
bull-market run of nearly 11 
years. The Dow Jones Indus- 
trial Average sank 2,352 points, 
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What your health plan will, won’t cover + A10 


Pros, cons of ideas to calm virus fears « A10 


With Blues in first place, 


NHL postpones its season 


until further notice - s1 


Dave Nicklaus: Witha 
bear market afoot, try 


not to worry « a7 


Missouri Senate heads home a week early « A11 


Area events big and small are canceling + A14 


Sporting events: What’s on, what’s off? « B3 


SPRING BREAK 


Camps for kids 
forge ahead as 
concerns grow 


BY JEREMY KOHLER AND RACHEL RICE 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

CREVE COEUR — At the 
Little Medical School, children 
learn how to use a stethoscope, 
suture a wound, save a choking 
victim and make a tourniquet. 
Clean hands and sterilized 
equipment are essentials in any 
medical setting, big or little. 

And that may never be more 
true than it will be next week, 
when the Creve Coeur business 
will host a spring break camp for 
about 20 children ages 4 to 11. 

While sports, gatherings and 
other large-scale events were 
falling off the calendar amid 
“social distancing” efforts, 
more than a dozen area spring 
break camps said Thursday 
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TODAY 
52°/36° 
PARTLY CLOUDY 
TOMORROW 
39°/31° 
OCCASIONAL RAIN 
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